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Timi-Kurm took on a different flavor in 2015! But the underlying theme of 
marine science education and building environmental awareness endured. 
   
Timi-Kurm 2015, a 3-day workshop on “Marine Turtle and Mammal Training 
Workshop” was co-organized by Terra Marine Research Institute, Forest 
Department of Gujarat, Gujarat Ecological Education and Research (GEER) 
Foundation, Tata Chemicals, Prakruti Nature Club, Green Future Foundation, 
and PADI-India Course Director- Denzil Linhares. 
 
The workshop was focused on frontline staff from various Forest 
Departments across India, who routinely monitor beaches and are responsible 
for the welfare of many marine organisms. The overall goal of the workshop 
was to educate and equip frontline staff with basic field techniques in sea 
turtle and marine mammal research and monitoring, and to deal with marine 
mammal strandings. 
 
A total of 44 participants attended the workshop, which included Forest 
rangers, from Gujarat, Maharashtra, and Karnataka, a scientist from EGREE 
Foundation, Andhra Pradesh, as well as young researchers from GEER 
Foundation and WTI, wildlife guards and sea turtle monitors from Zoological 
Survey of India.  
 
The workshop began with Dr. Thulsi Rao, EGREE Foundation, sharing 
recommendations from the Sea Turtle Stranding Workshop (Vizag 
Declaration) held in Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh in April 2015. Dr. Rao 
was a key organiser of the Vizag workshop. Conservation recommendations 
from west coast participants in attendance at Mithapur, were also solicited for 
integration into the Vizag Declaration/National Agenda.  
 
This session was followed by training sessions on marine turtle and mammal 
biology and threats, field exposure to the fundamental techniques for sea 
turtle monitoring, indoor session on techniques for responding to marine 
mammals in distress, and an introduction to joys and benefits  of scuba diving 
to better appreciate and understand the marine environment and significance 
of the conserving sea turtle and marine mammal habitats such as coral reefs.  
 
All talks were conducted in Hindi, Gujarati, and English. 
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Classroom sessions were intermingled with field trips to fringing coral reefs,  
a fishing village, sea turtle hatcheries, a half-day boat trip to potential dolphin 
habitats, and a visit to Tata Chemical eco-sites where native vegetation, bird 
and animal life are nurtured and protected.  We also managed to squeeze in a 
very special evening trip to the Dwarka temple – an architectural masterpiece! 
 
Frontline staff are among the hardest working people in sea turtle 
conservation, and do not always get the recognition they deserve.  Terra 
Marine Research Institute, and the co-organising team handed out 6 cash 
awards to six veteran staff from the Gujarat Forest Department.  One such 
hardworking, unsung hero is Praveen Solanki, a wildlife monitor with the 
Madhavpur turtle hatchery. Praveen has devoted over 20 years in the 
protection of turtle eggs and release of hatchlings! The funds for the awards 
were raised by Dinesh Goswami and Jignesh Gohil, Prakruti Nature Club — 
dedicated turtle conservationists in Gujarat since 2004.  
 
Such training workshops are necessary across the country to ensure that 
dedicated frontline staff, who patrol long stretches of beaches, are equipped 
with the latest knowledge and tools. These wildlife champions deserve our 
kindness, respect, and monetary support. The marine wildlife of Gujarat and 
elsewhere in coastal India are definitely grateful to these benevolent 
stewards!  
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