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A Report on the 2013 Timi-Kurm (Whale-Turtle) Festival 

Venue: Karwar, Uttara Kannada, India 

Dates: Oct 18th, 19th, and 20th 2013 
 

Festival Overview 

 
The first annual Timi-Kurm (Whale-Turtle) Festival was held in October 2013 in Karwar, Uttara 

Kannada, India, to create awareness about the marine biodiversity supported by the magnificent 

Western Ghats or Sahyādri and the Konkan coast, and to highlight livelihood issues of artisanal 

fishing families living in Karwar and nearby coastal towns. 

 

The word “timi” in Sanskrit means a whale, and “kurm” means a turtle – the name was 

chosen to signify the cultural and enduring relationship Indians have with the marine 

environment since ancient times.  The event was organized in Karwar, where the mountains 

(Western Ghats) meet the sea (Arabian Sea), emblematic of the diversity and uniqueness of 

India’s flora and fauna. Rather than a workshop or seminar, a festival helps to provide an 

informal and enriching environment for people of different backgrounds, age groups, and 

interests to share and learn about environmental responsibility through field trips and creative 

educational activities. 

 

The festival was led, planned, and organized by Terra Marine Research Institute (TeMI). 

As the festival aimed to inspire a common social responsibility for the marine and terrestrial 

environment it was carried out in partnership with coastal stakeholders that included the Jungle 

Lodges and Resorts, Devbagh fishing village, District Science Centre, Amrita Herbal Research 

Centre, Forest Department of Karwar, the Indian Navy, Prakruti Nature Club, Gujarat , and many 

individuals and institutions in Karwar and from across other Indian states such as Goa, 

Maharashtra, Gujarat , and Andhra Pradesh. Their roles were integral to the functioning of the 

event and for raising funds to support the supplementary livelihood programme for the artisanal 

fishing community in Karwar. 

 

About 150-200 individuals attended the festival during various days. Among the 

attendees, there were 10 non-profit organisations, District Forest Officers from Karwar and 

Honavar, Navy officers from Karwar Naval Base, Director of Fisheries, Karwar, students from the 
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local Balmandir school, and professors and college students from the Department of Marine 

Biology, Karnatak University, professors from the Government Arts and Science College, staff 

from District Science Centre, and people from Karwar, Goa, and other parts of Karnataka and 

Maharashtra.  

 

Cultural programmes representing local fishing traditions were showcased by local artists. This 

helped to recognize India’s folk music and dance and also provided underrepresented artists to 

supplement their income. While the emphasis of the festival was on whales and dolphins and sea 

turtles off India, issues related to human impacts, environment and wildlife issues were also 

highlighted through presentations and activities held over the 2.5 day festival.  

 

The 3 main field trips included a trip on the Kali River estuary to see the mangroves and 

bird life, boat trips to observe Indo-Pacific humpback dolphins (Sousa sp), a trip to a plant farm in 

the Western Ghats to observe rare, medicinal, and medicinal plants and surrounding bird life. 

 

Karwar’s fishing community is no different from other coastal artisanal fishermen, who 

struggle to compete with industrial fishing and also have to contend with overfished marine 

resources.  On the final day of the festival, attendees visited the Devbagh fishing community to 

interact with fishing families and get a sense of their deep understanding and reverence for the 

coastal environment. This brief interaction also provided a glimpse into the challenges and many 

unmet basic needs that the rest of us take for granted for example, a roof over the house and 

regular power.  Thanks to the generosity of Prakruti Nature Club and Mr. Krishnamurthy, 10 

solar lamps were distributed to children from 5 different fishing communities living along 

Karwar’s coast. It is our hope that funds collected through the festival and matching funds from 

other sources will be used to purchase additional lamps for distribution in 2014.  

 

The festival provided a unique opportunity for young children, school and college 

students, environment interest groups and the public to experience eco-trips bringing them up 

close and personal with dolphins, birds, mangroves, and Karwar’s exquisite plant life. The visual 

experience is a powerful tool that enhances appreciation and understanding of the natural 

environment and the need to protect and preserve this unique biodiversity for Karwar and 

India’s future. The festival marks a small beginning for TeMI and partner organisations, one that 

will continue into 2014 and beyond.  

 

Festival Activities  
 

A full event schedule is provided in the Appendix. The festival was open to young and old, 

university and government employees and their families. The first part of Day 1 was devoted to 

inaugural talks by various dignitaries and TeMI festival organizers. (NOTE: Talks are shared 

online on the TeMI website http://terramarineresearchinstitute.wordpress.com/).  

The rest of the day involved a combination of talks, videos, and innovative presentations by 

environmental professionals, research scientists, and wildlife and environment enthusiasts on 

http://terramarineresearchinstitute.wordpress.com/
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various topics ranging from the beauty of India’s landscape and wildlife, sea turtle and marine 

mammal conservation, to shark fishing and finning issues in India. Talks were interspersed with 

environmentally-themed and native dance performances by a local troupe of young artists.  

 

Field trips were organized on all 3 days, and on the afternoon of day 1, one group visited 

the rare, medicinal and aromatic plant farm maintained by Amrita Herbal Research Centre in the 

Western Ghats with a guided bird life tour included in the tour. Another group took an expert 

guided boat trip through mangrove habitat on the Kali estuary. And for the student group who 

stayed back at the festival venue, introductory talks on marine mammals and sea turtles, a skit 

with the use of puppets along with a presentation on sea turtle conservation and status in 

Karnataka was presented. 

 

On Day 2, in addition to the two field trips mentioned above, a third field trip included a 

boat trip to see Indo-Pacific humpback dolphins in near shore waters off Karwar courtesy Jungle 

Lodges  and Resorts and Great Outdoors (both offer regular dolphin watch trips in Karwar). The 

dolphins predictably occur in waters less than 5 kms from shore and often near trawlers or 

fishing activity. The dolphin trips were the highlight of the festival, with people taking 10-hour 

bus trips from their homes to get on the boat! Talks and films on marine life stranding issues in 

India were also featured for groups staying back and included a scuba-diving demonstration, 

presentation on ocean noise impacts, a repeat of sea turtle conservation puppet show and a 

drawing competition for students. 

 

On Day 3, besides the dolphin watch trip, the main highlight of the final day of the festival 

was a visit to the Devbagh fishing village to meet community leaders, interact with women and 

children, and to distribute 10 solar lamps generously donated by Prakruti Nature Club and Mr. 

Krishnamurthy from Bangalore to children from each of the 5 representative fishing villages in 

Karwar. The 10 lamps are but a small drop in the ocean, as there is a need for over 400 solar 

lamps – TeMI hopes to fill this gap in 2014 through matching funds and in-kind contributions and 

2013 TeMI festival funds. It was a good opportunity for festival attendees to interact with fishing 

families and hear first-hand about their association with the sea and the daily challenges they 

face. It was a revealing experience that firmly places humans as part of the marine ecosystem and 

therefore, critical to wildlife study and conservation. 

 

During the festival, stalls were also set up by local jewelers such as Karwar Ornaments, 

Bangalore’s Silver Nut Tree showcased upcycled handicrafts, artwork, and jewellery, and Amrita 

Herbal Research Centre- Karwar displayed their produce of aromatic extracts from important 

plant species of Karwar, an activity that also helps the livelihoods of local farmers.  

 

 

The festival helped raise environmental awareness and brought like-minded institutions 

and individuals together from all over India, but more importantly helped raise the profile of 

Karwar and boosted the local Karwar economy by using local food caterers, transport services, 
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dance troupes, and resorts.  

 

Conclusion and Acknowledgements 

 
Organizing an environmental festival is not a small endeavour.  Without the help, 

resources, and sacrifice of various individuals the event would not have been possible. TeMI owes 

its thanks to a variety of individuals and institutions in the organisation of the 2013 Timi-Kurm 

Festival. The festival was the result of in-kind contributions by the Jungle Lodges and Resorts, 

Forest Department of Karwar and Honavar, Amrita Herbal Research Centre, District Science 

Centre, Jungle Lodges and Resorts, Great Outdoors, Indian Navy, FSL-India, and many individuals 

from the academic and NGO community, as well as through monetary contributions by festival 

attendees from outside Karwar.  

 

We are especially grateful to Mr. Anur Reddy, IFS, Managing Director, Jungle Lodges and 

Resorts for their generous support and contributions throughout the festival and PCCF of 

Karnataka, Shri G.S Prabhu, for his valuable advice and suggestions, which helped in event 

planning. We specially thank Shri T. HeeraLal, District Forest Officer (DFO) Karwar, and Dr. 

Ramesh Shamanna, DFO Honavar, and Mr. V. Hegde, Assistant Director of Fisheries, for being part 

of the inaugural session and staying through many parts of the program. We graciously 

acknowledge the Indian Navy’s participation and support provided by Admiral C.S. Murthy and 

Chief Scientific Officer, Captain Kuruparan in organizing the festival. 

 

The festival was a team effort of resource people, partners, and many individuals pitching 

in at various times to transport folks, lend a hand, take pictures and video, or provide a critical 

resource. We are thus deeply grateful to the following people (Affiliations are listed in the 

Appendix): Ganesh Nevarekar, Dr. V.N. Nayak (Resource person for mangrove fauna), Dr. 

Bhandary (Resource person for mangrove flora),  Mr. Ravi Pandit (Resource person for the sea 

turtle session), Mr.Rakesh Soans, FSl-India(Resource person  for sea turtles), Abhishek 

Jamalabad, Jignesh Gohil and, Dinesh Goswami, Deepak Dalal, Karthikeyan Srinivasan (Resource 

person-Birds of Karwar), Captain Bhosle, Nirav Parikh (Filmmaker and Resource person for 

Scuba diving demo),  Drs. Rathod and Shivkumar Hiragi, Sushila Mendoca,  Mahabaleshwar 

Hegde, and Puja Mithra.  We also thank the media persons from Indian Express, Deccan Chronicle, 

Deccan Herald, and local TV channels of Karwar for their coverage of the events and 

communicating the educational and conservation focus of the festival to the larger coastal 

community in India. Special thanks to the Indian Ocean-South-East Asian (IOSEA) Marine Turtle 

Memorandum of Understanding, Kumaran Sathasivam and K. Natarajan, Sabyascahi Patra and 

Abhishek Jamalabad, Bittu Seghal, and Pankaj Seskhsaria for their interest, support, and 

wonderful coverage through social media and dedicated websites. 

The first Timi-Kurm festival was a success despite organisational challenges and 

occasional setbacks. We are particularly encouraged by the positive feedback, enthusiasm, and 

interest shown by the public and wildlife professionals alike. Planning for the 2014 festival has 

begun and we hope that there will be larger turnout and avid interest in showcasing India’s 
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beautiful but vulnerable marine and terrestrial biodiversity to grow India’s environmental 

literacy and commitment for preserving our natural wealth. 

 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
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APPENDIX 

 

List of Individual Sponsors, Partners, and Contributors 

 
1. Shri P. Anur Reddy, IFS Officer and Managing Director of Jungle Lodges and Resorts 

2. PCCF of Karnataka, G.S. Prabhu 

3. Shri T. HeeraLal, District Forest Officer – Karwar  

4. Admiral C.S. Murthy, Indian Navy-Karwar 

5. Captain Kuruparan, Indian Navy –Karwar 

6. Shri V. Hegde, Assistant Director of Fisheries, Karwar 

7. Shri Dr. Ramesh Shamanna, District Forest Officer – Honavar 

8. Mr. Jignesh Gohil and Mr. Dinesh Goswami, Prakruti Nature Club, Gujarat 

9. Mr. Nirav Parikh, Wildlife Filmmaker & Scuba Diving Instructor, Gujarat 

10. Mr. Ganesh Navrekar, Amrita Herbal Research Centre 

11. Dr. V.N. Nayak, District Science Centre, Karwar 

12. Dr. Bhandary, Government Arts and Science College, Karwar  

13. Mr. Rakesh Soans, FSL-India 

14. Mr. Ravi Pandit, Canara Green Academy, Sirsi, Karnataka 

15. Mr. Karthikeyan Srinivasan, Bird Naturalist, Jungle Lodges and Resorts, Karwar 

16. Mr. Karthik, Jungle Lodges and Resorts, Karwar 

17. Mr. Suresh Mathias, Great Outdoors, Karwar 

18. Cdr. (Dr.)  Arnab Das, Indian Navy 

19. Mr. Krishnamurthy NC, Bangalore 

20. Ms. Sushila Mendonca, Goa 

21. Mr. Gopakumar Menon 

22. Ms. Roshini, and Ms. Preeti, Goa University 

23. Mr. Prabhakar, St. Joseph’s University, Bangalore 

24. Mr. Deepak Dalal, Childrens Writer-Wild India, Pune 

25. Ms. Shaila Faleiro, Best Practices Foundation 

26. Ms. Neeti Mahesh, ATREE 

27. Ms. Hamsa Iyer, India Water Portal, Mumbai 

28. Ms. Samyukta Chemudupati, Human Society International 

29. Ms. Rituparna Sen and Ms. Angeline Robinson, Silver Nut Tree, Bangalore 

30. Dr. Mahabaleshwar Hegde, Namati-India and Goa University 

31. Dr. Shivakumar Haragi, Karnatak University 

32. Dr. Rathod, Karnatak University 

33. Mr. Hemant, Dayanand Jadav, Tarang Resorts, Karwar 

34. Ms. Puja Mithra, PACT, Goa 

35. Mr. Abhishek Jamalabad, TeMI and India Wilds Magazine 

36. Mr. Anant Pande, Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun 

37. Mr. Pankaj Sekhsaria, Andaman & Nicobar 
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38. Mr. Bittu Sehgal, Sanctuary Asia Magazine 

39. Mr. Sabyasachi Patra, India Wilds Magazine 

40. Mr. Kumaran Sathasivam and Mr. K. Natarajan, Marine Mammal Conservation of India 

41. IOSEA http://www.ioseaturtles.org/ 
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“Timi-Kurm (Whale-Turtle) Festival” 

October 18, 19th, and 20th 2013 

Schedule of Events 
 

 Registration and Payment Counter will be open all days of the fest 
 Food stalls and exhibition of crafts and wares, handicraft items, local novelties 

will be held parallel on all days of the fest. 
 Sign up to be a Terra Marine Research Institute Volunteer at Registration Desk 

Day 1 – October 18, 2013  
Venue: District Science Centre, Karwar 

 

9:00–10:00AM  BREAKFAST and REGISTRATIONS

 
10:00–10:35AM  

INAUGURAL SESSION 
Master of Ceremonies – Dr. Bhandary, Government Arts and Science College, Karwar 

 Invocation Song 
 Welcome and Festival Introductory Address by Dr. Annie Kurian and Dr. Mridula 

Srinivasan, Programme Directors, Terra Marine Research Institute 
 Lighting of the Lamp and Dance Performance by Local Artists 

 

10:35-11:40  

KEY NOTE ADDRESS AND GUEST PRESENTATIONS SESSION I 
I. Key Note Address by Dr. V.N. Nayak, District Science Centre 

II. Guest Talks 
 District Forest Officer, Karwar 
 District Forest Officer, Honavar 
 Fisheries Assistant Director, Karwar 
 Karwar Fishermen Leaders (Trawler Union and Purse Seine Union) 

III  Vote of Thanks – Terra Marine Research Institute 
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11:40–12:00  COFFEE/ TEA BREAK and CULTURAL PROGRAM

 
12:00 –1:40PM (10-15 mins each) 

GUEST PRESENTATIONS SESSION II 
I. Mr. Deepak Dalal – Wild India, Children’s Writer Perspectives 

II. Ms. Angeline Robinson – Creation of Art from Waste 
III. Ms. Samyukta Chemudupati – Ban on Shark Fins 
IV. Mr. Rakesh Soans – Sea turtle Awareness Efforts 

BREAK – CULTURAL PROGRAM (5 mins)

 
GUEST PRESENTATIONS SESSION II CONTD. 

V. Dr. Jayakar Bhandary – Mangrove Flora and Fauna 
VI. Mr. Ravi Pandit – Sea Turtle Hatchery Programmes 

VII. Mr. Karthikeyan Srinivasan – Bird Life of Karwar 
VIII. Mr. Ganesh Nevarekar – Plants of the Western Ghats 

IX. Dr. Rathod and Dr. Shivkumar Haragi – Fishing Gear and Stranding Issues 

 

1:40–2:30PM  LUNCH/FIELD TRIP ALLOTMENTS

 
2:30–4:30PM 

FIELD TRIPS AND SCIENCE PRESENTATIONS (CONCURRENT SESSIONS) 
 Guided Trip to Western Ghats for observation of cultivated aromatic, endangered, and 

medicinal plants.[Mr. Ganesh Navrekar] 

 (Indoor) Introduction to Marine Mammals and Sea Turtles (Talk /Videos and Educational 

Skit by FSL-India)[Drs. Mridula Srinivasan and Annie Kurian, FSL-India and Canara 

Green Academy] 

4:30PM ONWARDS:Guided Visit to the Mangroves of the Kali Estuary [2 trips (15 persons 

each) District Science Centre/Forest Department] 

4:30–5:30PM  COFFEE/TEA BREAK, STALL VISITS, AND 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

 

**END OF DAY 1** 

 
Day 2 - October 19, 2013  
Venue: District Science Centre/Tarang Resorts, Chittakul, Devbagh 
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7:30–8:15AM  BREAKFAST

 
8:15–10:30AM  

FIELD TRIPS 
Gather at assigned site to depart for field trips @ 815 AM 

 Field Trip #1: Dolphin watch boat trip near Devbagh(2 boat trips, 20 per boat) 
 Field Trip #2: Mangrove tour in the Kali estuary (2 trips, 15 per boat) 
 Field Trip #3: Birding and Insect life in Devbagh Forest (Combined with other trips) 
 Field Trip #4: Guided trip to the Western Ghats for observation of cultivated aromatic, 

endangered, and medicinal plants. (30 persons) 

 

10:30–11:00AM  REFRESHMENTS

 
11:00AM–1:40PM 

SCIENCE FOR CONSERVATION PRESENTATIONS 
 Anthropogenic Noise and its impacts on marine species – [Cdr (Dr.)Arnab Das] 
 Primer on marine mammal and sea turtle stranding response (Talk and Videos)[Dr. 

Mridula Srinivasan] 
 Documentary film on scuba diving followed byDemo on scuba diving in the pool – [Nirav 

Parikh] 
 

 
1:40–2:30PM  LUNCH 

 

2:30–4:30PM 

SCIENCE FOR CONSERVATION PRESENTATIONS CONTD. 
 A documentary film on the Western Ghats – [Karthikeyan Srinivasan] 
 Whale sharks off Gujarat, India (Talk/Videos) – [Jignesh Gohil andDinesh Goswami] 
 Screening of documentary film on lions by Filmmaker, Nirav Parikh 

 

 
4:30–5:30PM  COFFEE/TEA BREAK, STALL VISITS, AND 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

**END OF DAY 2** 
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Day 3 -  October 20, 2013  
Venue: District Science Centre/Tarang Resorts, 

 
7:30–8:15AM  BREAKFAST

 
8:15–10:30AM  

FIELD TRIPS 
Gather at assigned site to depart for field trips @ 815 AM 

 Field Trip #1: Dolphin watch boat trip near Devbagh(2 boat trips, 20 per boat) 
 Field Trip #2: Mangrove tour in the Kali estuary (2 trips, 15 per boat) 
 Field Trip #3: Guided trip to the Western Ghats for observation of cultivated aromatic, 

endangered, and medicinal plants. (30 persons) 

10:30–12:30 pm (Refreshments Provided) 
 Visit to Devbagh fishing village 

 Cultural programmes and viewing of nature-themed sand sculpture exhibits on the beach 

12:30–1:30pm    
 Concluding Remarks, Discussions, Certificate Distribution &Acknowledgments 

 

1:30–2:30PM  LUNCH and STALL VISITS 

 

**END OF 2013 TIMI-KURM FESTIVAL**  
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Festival Photos 

 

 
Mr. HeeraLal  at the Inaugural Session of the 2013 Timi-Kurm festival  

Photo by Silver Nut Tree 
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Inaugural session (from left) Dr.Mridula Srinivasan and Dr.Annie Kurian, Professor 

V.N  Nayak, Dr.Ramesh Shamanna, Shri T. Heeralal, and Professor Jaykar 

Bhandary(extreme right) 

Photo by Prakruti  Nature  Club , Gujarat 

 

 

Dr. Mridula Srinivasan delivering the festival introductory address. 

Photo by Prakruti Nature Club, Gujarat 

 

 



14 | P a g e  
 

Guest Speakers – Photos by Prakruti Nature Club, Gujarat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Shri.T. Heeralal                                                      Shri  V. Hegde 

                                                                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Ramesh  Shamanna                                  Mr. Karthikeyan  Srinivasan 
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         Mr. Ravi Pandit                                                   Cdr(Dr) Arnab Das  

  

 

(L)Dinesh Goswami talking about his life’s journey into wildlife conservation. (R) 

Jignesh Gohil  talking about Prakruti  Nature  Club wildlife  rescue and turtle 

conservation. Photos by Nirav Parikh 
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Indo-Pacific humpback dolphins sighted during dolphin watch. Photo by Silver Nut Tree. 

 

 

Fisher folk dance by local Karwar artists showing traditional fishing way of life. Photo 

by Prakruti Nature Club, Gujarat. 
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Bird life in the Western Ghats and Amrita Herbal Research Centre tour. (L) Photo by 

Hamsa Iyer and (R) Photo by Dr. Bhandary 
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A slide from Samyukta’s, Human Society International presentation on shark fishing 

and finning in India 
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A trip through the unique Amrita Herbal Research Centre Farm in the Western Ghats. 

Photo by Dr. Mridula Srinivasan 

 

 

Sea turtle session with Dr,Annie Kurian, FSl India Team, Ravi Pandit Also seen are  

whale shark and turtle conservationists-Dinesh Goswamy and Jignesh Gohil.  
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FSL-India volunteers using puppetry to highlight sea turtle life history and threats in 

Kannada and English. Photo by Prakruti Nature Club, Gujarat 

 

 

One of the entries from the drawing competition conducted by FSL-India for Balmandir 

school children to capture what they learned about sea turtle life history and threats, 

Photo by FSL-India 
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Scuba diving demonstration in the swimming pool of Tarang resorts. Seen in the pic are 

Mr.Nirav Parik, PADI certified Instructor from Gujarat, and one of the young 

participants of the fest from Goa. Photo by Sushila Mendoca. 
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Interaction with the Devbagh fishing community and panchayat and distribution of solar 

lamps to children from the village. Photos by Sushila Mendoca and Prakruti Nature 

Club, Gujarat. 
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About Terra Marine Research Institute (TeMI) 

Terra Marine Research Institute (TeMI), India, registered in October 2012 in Bangalore, India, 

was co-founded by Mrs. Vijayalakshmi Srinivasan, and Drs. Annie Kurian and Mridula Srinivasan. 

It is a registered tax-exempt charitable institution with all proceeds going towards administrative 

functions and activities. TeMI, a play on the Sanskrit word for whale ‘Timi’ and pronounced as 

‘Thi-mi’, was started to tackle the increasing and challenging problem of avoiding and mitigating 

negative impacts on marine resources.  While the primary focus is on marine mammals 

(primarily cetaceans – whales and dolphins) and sea turtles, we realize that complex problems 

require understanding the interaction between humans and the diverse marine and terrestrial 

resources they depend on. Guided by these principles, we seek to educate and empower coastal 

communities to sustainably manage natural resources. Throughout this quest, we strive to 

develop and establish a long-term research program for the scientific study of marine mammals 

and turtles to inform management of these perishable resources. Simultaneously, we would like 

to explore incentives and build initiatives to support coastal livelihoods in Karwar.  Key to 

accomplishing these long-term conservation goals are strong and lasting partnerships with 

government, industry, university, and non-profit organisations.   

Website: http://terramarineresearchinstitute.wordpress.com/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/temiIndia 

Email: terramarineinstitute@gmail.com 

******************************************************************************************* 
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